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Caton's Summer in Norway. 1 — From a careful reading of this 
attractive and unpretending book, and from similar experiences in the 
southern and middle portions of Norway, we feel entitled to say that 
Judge Caton has given American readers a thoroughly reliable account 
of Norway, particularly the extreme north. English books about Nor- 
way are not so scarce as the author states, but the present volume gives 
the most complete and accessible general account of this interesting 
country we have seen. The author lays no claim to a knowledge of 
geology ; the raised beaches and glaciers, on which he does not dwell, 




(Fia. 1.) RED BEER OR STAG 01' EUROPE. 

have been fully described by Forbes in his elaborate work, Norway 
and its Glaciers, and by Chambers, while the wonderful valleys of 

1 A Summer in Norway. With Notes on the Industries, Habits, Customs, and 
Peculiarities of the People, the History and Institutions of the Country, its Climate, 
Topography, and Productions. Also an Account of the Red Deer, Reindeer, and 
Elk. With Portrait and Wood-Cuts. By John Deak Catok, LL. 1). Chicago : 
Jansen, McClurg, & Co. 1875. 8vo, pp. 401. $2.50. 



40 



Recent Literature. 



[January, 




(Fig. 3.) WILD KUHOP1SAN KKINUKISK— FJiMALK 
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Norway, more like the canons of the West than any mountain gorges 
we have seen elsewhere, are not mentioned. 

But of the reindeer and Scandinavian elk our author speaks with the 
interest and decision of an expert, and his opinion on the specific rela- 
tions of these animals with our caribou and moose should receive due 
consideration. 




( Fib. 4.) SCANDINAVIAN ELK. 

The red deer (Fig. 1), now confined in Norway to the two islands of 
Hatterroen and Smoen, and which in Bohemia has successfully interbred 
with the American Wapati deer, the author suggests is conspecific with the 
Wapati or American elk ( Cervus Canadensis). So also the reindeer (Fig. 
2, male, Fig. 3, female) is, we believe, correctly regarded as the same species 
as our caribou. Judge Caton, in his visit to the Lapps, went among a herd 
of these timid animals, and had a good opportunity of studying them. He 
remarks that in size " this deer is less than our woodland caribou, with 
which it is identical in species, but in Eastern Asia the domesticated rein- 
deer is a much larger and finer animal than in Lapland, and closely re- 
sembles in form and development our woodland caribou. There they are 
used for the saddle by the Tunguses, and highly prized for that purpose, 
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as we are informed by Erman." Again, on page 238, lie says, " During 
that examination, with the animal so close before me, and made still more 
critical by handling it, I became entirely convinced of the specific iden- 
tity of the reindeer of Lapland and the woodland caribou of America, 
and in this opinion I was only confirmed by a subsequent examination of 
the wild reindeer of Norway." 

The Scandinavian elk was also at one time domesticated, and success- 
fully broken to draw loads, but the experiment was abandoned, while 
trials made in America, our author tells us, proved that it can be do- 
mesticated. 

On the southern edge of tiie Dovre Fjeld he passed by the present 
habitat in Norway of the elk (Fig. 4), " which is specifically identical with 
the American moose, though it is a little less in size and not quite so 
dark in color, but in all essential particulars they are precisely alike, and 
if one from either side of the Atlantic were transferred to the other, no 
one would suspect that he was an emigrant." 

Of the quality of the illustrations, our readers, through the liberality 
of the author and his publishers, have an opportunity to judge. They 
were drawn by an excellent German artist, from animals preserved in 
captivity, and while standing quietly. In the case of the elk, however 
we doubt whether the engraver has done justice to the drawing of the 
artist. 

Some unfortunate typographical errors occur, as " Dover-fjeld " for 
Dovre-fjeld, " Felle Fjeld " for Fille Fjeld, " Romsdel Fjord " for Roms- 
dal Fjord, while in most, if not every case, Christiania is spelled " Chris- 
tiana." 

Dichogamy in Plants. 1 — Our readers will recall with pleasure a 
translation of some of Professor Delpino's notes on this subject printed 
in this journal, July, 1871. 

The present work is far more comprehensive than its modest title in- 
dicates. It classifies the insect-visited flowers upon a new basis, namely, 
with regard to the attractions which they offer insects, and birds as well ; 
it presents, however, an exhaustive statement of the peculiarities of 
structure which render close-fertilization unlikely. As a mere hint of 
the method, we will allude to the group of odoriferous blossoms. These 
flowers are divided into two classes, sympathic and idiopathic. The 
former is subdivided into those flowers which are (1) sweet-smelling, 
(2) aromatic, (3) fruity in odor, like Galyc.anthus. The second class, 
comprises (4) those with heavy odor (e. g., Papaver), and (5) those which 
are nauseous, as some of the stapelias. But it must be further stated 

1 Ulteriori Osscrvazioni sulla Dicogamia nel Regno vegetate, per Federico Delpino : 
parte seconda, pascicolo ii. Milano, 1875. 

Later Observations and Considerations respecting Dichogamy in the Vegetable King- 
dom. By F. Delpino. (Phis volume of 350 pages is an extract from the Proceed- 
ings of the Italian Society of Natural Sciences in Milan, vols, xvi., xvii.) 



